
 

 

 

Text of email from GWCT, 1st May 2013. 

Dear Mr Lewis 

Thank you so much for your support of our pioneering woodcock research. Your continuing 
interest means that we are managing to gain hard data to understand some of the mysteries 
of woodcock migration. 

In the last few months, Andrew Hoodless has been tirelessly progressing this ground-
breaking project and we thought this was an opportune moment to update you on our 
progress and, importantly, to let you know what is happening to all the birds that are 
involved in this inspiring initiative. 

As you are probably aware, this spring, Andrew travelled the length and breadth of the country to fit 

birds with satellite tags prior to their spring migration to their breeding grounds. In total, he tagged 

11 new birds in Cornwall, Norfolk, Scotland and Ireland. In Wales we are working with the Woodcock 

Network, where two birds, Moc and Olwen were tagged for us by Owen Williams. We have also 

initiated a collaboration with Cork University, who tagged one bird. These birds are now starting 

their amazing spring migration and will be joining those remaining from last year’s batch. 

Four birds survived from last year and successfully returned to the UK to over-winter here. 
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Unfortunately, the solar powered batteries used in these very small satellite tags is a limiting factor 

in the quantity of data we receive and consequently we have had only very limited information on 

the birds’ movements over the winter. 

Resting up in cover in the darkest months of the year was undoubtedly the main reason that the 

batteries failed to charge sufficiently to transmit a signal. We are in discussion with the 

manufacturer about improvements to the tags to ensure better winter signals in future.  

However, in recent weeks, all four birds from 2012, Busy, Rebecca, Speedy and Monkey, started to 

transmit data and we have been looking forward to seeing which migration routes they follow this 

spring. Andrew reports that he saw both Busy and Monkey when he was tagging new birds in 

Cornwall this spring. The exciting aspect of this is that both birds returned to the exact spot where 

they were originally tagged in Cornwall last year. We were hoping that this would be the case and it 

is extremely gratifying that this prediction was proved right. Monkey, has so far managed to break all 

records by travelling thousands of miles further than originally predicted. 

Busy, who was one of the first birds to transmit data this year, seemed to be making good progress 

in her spring migration but unfortunately was predated. However, a member of the public 

discovered the satellite tag on the dead bird and posted it back to Andrew.  

So we are now eagerly watching as Rebecca, Speedy and Monkey make their way back to their 

breeding grounds. This will be a fascinating part of the project and should be incredibly revealing. 

Will Monkey return to the same breeding site as last year? He seems to have neatly avoided all 

trouble and, since he was at least 18 months old when tagged, if he makes it back to Siberia to breed 

this spring we estimate that he will have travelled in the region of 36,000 km. This would be quite an 

amazing achievement and one that we all look forward to witnessing. 

As for the other fourteen birds that are now making their way to their individual breeding grounds, 

we look forward with eager anticipation to see where there flights will finally end.  

This information is vitally important for the future conservation of these extraordinary birds. We are 

continuing to discover new information about their habits, flight times and stop-over times and 

locations all the time. 

Over the next few months you will be able to watch in ‘real time’ the progress of our new and 

original birds as they are tracked on our dedicated Woodcock Watch website. 

There will be regular reports on the site about their progress and you can also follow the updates 

on Twitter and Facebook. 

Do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries or questions. You can email Andrew Hoodless 

with any burning questions. In the meantime, thank you once again for your generous support. This 

is ground-breaking research and we are really proud to be working on the edges of technology to 

unlock some of the secrets of this iconic species. Without your substantial donation, this project 

would not have been possible. 
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With best regards 

 

 


